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his archdiocese a message in which he dwelt on the Church's
mission of peace and goodwill to all mankind, and expressed his
certain forecast that the attitude of the Holy See would be one
of strict neutrality, while using every effort to promote the re-
turn of peace and to mitigate the miseries of the war. He can
hardly have expected that it would fall to his lot to give practical
expression to this policy of peace and goodwill, as Vicar of the
Prince of Peace. For though he was in his sixtieth year, he was
in date of promotion a junior member of the Sacred College, to
which he had been raised only at the Easter Consistory of 1914.
He came to his high office with the knowledge of affairs he had
acquired in the diplomatic service of the Holy See, and as the
assistant for some twenty years (1887-1907) of two celebrated
Secretaries of State at the Vatican, Rampolla and Merry del
Val, during the pontificates of Leo XIII and Pius X.

From the first day of his Pontificate he was the most strenuous
of workers for peace and for the mitigation of the horrors and
miseries of the war. His public appeals were directed not only
to his flock but to all the peoples involved in the conflict, and
in his final appeal to the sovereigns and governing statesmen of
the belligerent Powers. In this letter of the ist August 1917
he outlined what he regarded as a possible basis for peace. It is
a document that did him the highest honour. It was issued at a
time when other efforts were being made to secure at least an
exchange of views between the belligerents with a view to a
basis of agreement. Only in later years there came from many
quarters, from economists and politicians, some recognition of
the statesmanlike character and far-seeing foresight of Benedict
XV's proposals. One of these was in 1917 especially denounced
by journalists and politicians in most countries as mere theoreti-
cal utopianism. It was the proposal that the question of repara-
tions and war indemnity claims should be disposed of by 'an
entire and mutual condonation9, with special treatment of
some exceptional cases of loss and hardship. There would be
compensation for much of the sacrifices thus made in the im-
mense benefits that would follow from a general disarmament.
This, he had proposed,, should result from an international